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other, and indeed we are perhaps none of us fully agreed
as to the exact extent of the responsibilities and powers of
the Mossoviet in relation to the central government. Many
other differences of emphasis and interpretation can no doubt
be found in the various chapters. It should be made clear that
each member takes responsibility only for his own chapter or chapters.
In many ways our investigation was carried out under great
difficulties: we none of us spoke Russian, nor had we visited
Moscow before. We apologize for any inconsistencies and
inaccuracies that the book may prove to contain.
We owe our sincerest thanks to Mr. Maisky, the Russian
Ambassador in London, to the Foreign Office in Moscow,
who did much to help us, and to the numerous members
and officials of the Mossoviet, who freely gave us much
of their valuable time. Intourist looked after our travel
arrangements admirably and provided us with excellent
interpreters, who were in every way helpful and efficient.
Voks were kind enough to provide us with an admirable
Interpreter for our more important interviews. We are most
grateful to Dr. S. P. Turin, who was very helpful in finding
Russian sources of information and summarizing or trans-
lating them for us.
We owe to Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb not only our
thanks for encouragement and suggestions in our preliminary
discussions; our whole investigation was due to the stimulus
of their book Soviet Communism: A New Civilization?, which
provided us with an invaluable background for understand-
ing the work of the Mossoviet.